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Založba Pivec publishes scientific monographs, original and translated 

literature for children and adults, books from the fields of the humani-

ties, social sciences and medicine, as well as dictionaries, handbooks and 

coursebooks, while recently also publishing audio books and music al-

bums. In recent years it has become the largest publishing house in north-

east Slovenia, publishing more than forty books every year.

The publishing company is also active in other literary areas and has been 

organising around 50 literary events annually. Since 2005 it has been host-

ing the Poetry Tournament, a literary competition that awards the most 

original poem written in Slovene. Since then, 37 events have been held 

throughout Slovenia and neighbouring countries as part of the Poetry 

Tournament. In the period from 2011 to 2013, the publishing company also 

organised European Poetical Tournaments that were held in Zalaegerszeg, 

Sarajevo, Košice and Maribor, with performances from poets coming from 

seven dif ferent countries.



Bina Štampe Žmavc

MAGIMATHICS
Written by: Bina Štampe Žmavc 
Illustrations by: Andreja Peklar

Magical mathematics = poetry of numbers 
+ mathematics of words

If such a superb poet as Bina Štampe Žmavc delves 
into the wonders of mathematics, the result can only 
be an extraordinary story. Numbers that used to 
be so puzzling now come to life in a dif ferent light. 
All at once we realise that they share the same fates 
as people – they can be lonely, in love, fun, patient, 
fatal, magical and more. In an ingeniously insightful 
way, Bina Štampe Žmavc shows us that the laws and 
rules of mathematics are in fact a greater part of 
our lives than we ever could have imagined. This is 
why she chose to dedicate a poem to each and every 
number. She concludes the book with an interesting 
poem called A Poem for Infinity and Seven Witches, 
which sparks a real philosophical debate about 
the dimensions of the modern world and life itself 
through the eyes of magimathics and in a very 
imaginative and entertaining way, as she always does 
in her work.
The illustrations of the marvellous Andreja Peklar 
bring the stories to life in a most wonderful way. 
The book also reveals one of the illustrator’s special 
inventions...

Format: 21 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover, 28 pages

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

 2 



For Ages 6-10

BEYOND THE MIRROR
Written by: Bina Štampe Žmavc
Illustrations by: Mojca Sekulić Fo
Re-fairy tales are a new concept – fairy tales 
that have been rewritten or fairy tales that 
are based on other fairy tales. Little Red 
Riding Hood is tempted by the contents of 
the basket she is taking to her grandmother. 
The little old lady can’t eat that much 
anyway, can she? And then the troublesome 
wolf starts to get on the little girl’s nerves 
and she decides to find a way to tame him. 
Using this approach, the masterful author 
reworks some of the most well-known fairy 
tales: Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, 
Sleeping Beauty, Hansel and Gretel, the 
Little Mermaid, Puss in Boots and more. She 
takes them on new adventures, sometimes 
letting the main characters stay the same as 
we know them, and other times giving them 
new characteristics, abilities and twists in 
the tale. All of this is done with her famous 
linguistic and imaginative finesse where she 
creates new words. Even the sof t, dreamy 
and enchanting illustrations by Mojca Fo will 
remind readers of the original versions of 
these classic fairy tales, while also opening up 
new perspectives and perceptions of these 
stories.

Bina Štampe Žmavc writes poems, prose and dramatic texts, mostly for young readers. 
The motifs in her lyrical tales for children come from both everyday life as reality and 
a fantastic experience, she addresses topics such as the interconnectedness of the 
universe, mankind and nature, and also children and their playful relationship with their 
surroundings. Her prose work includes stories about animals and various short fairy tales 
and nonsense stories. She is considered to be one of the top Slovenian authors of youth 
literature, while also being an established writer of adult poetry (the collection Sands in 
the Song, Diagonal Sun, U-ni-verse and Song for the Lyre).

I N  T H E  M A K I N G
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For Ages 8-12

Ar chibald
Written by: Barbara Simoniti
Illustrations by: Suzi Bricelj

Getting a wormy apple has always been a rotten deal. – Well, it depends. 
Our latest book, Archibald: Adventures in Apple Grove is a colourful 
fantasy tale about the secret world of apple worms that live in a beautiful 
orchard called Apple Grove. The apple trees there have just begun 
to bloom and another summer full of adventure looms large before 
the readers’ eyes. The main character Archibald is an apple worm, or, 
rather, a caterpillar descending from a distinguished family of apple 
worms. Before he can finally transform into a splendid moth at the end 
of summer he must first gnaw out nine skilfully carved houses from 
ripening apples, with all the family members in tow, according to the 
conditions of their Great Apple Order of Things. As a consequence, their 
summer is rife with adventure and upheavals to the very end when their 
fantastic transformation comes full circle. – Needless to say, eating an 
apple will never be the same for all the young readers who embark on the 
adventures of Archibald in Apple Grove.

Barbara Simoniti is a poet, writer and translator. She is a member of 
the Slovene Writers’ Association, Slovenian Association of Literary 
Translators, Slovene PEN Centre, Slovenska matica and the Slovene 
Section of IBBY. She has translated over 30 books from social sciences, 
international relations and history, art history, cultural heritage and 
conservation work. She received much acclaim for her fantasy story 
Marshlanders, she has been the frequent guest at talks and readings in 
schools, libraries, bookshops and literary festivals both in Slovenia and 
abroad. She has also published the four poetry collections Windstillness, 
Golden Rain, Solstice and Water, as well as the book titled Distances, her 
doctorate titled Nonsense that was reworked into a theoretical book, and 
the picture book called Andrew Sleepless.

TO BE PUBLISHED IN AUTUMN 20 18

IN THE M AKING
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ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

For Ages 8-12

This is what the author explains in the 
foreword. Little Lana is a very fun-loving dog, 
she is a vegetarian – a special type of turkey 
vegetarian as her favourite thing to eat is a 
mix of carrots and turkey, but she likes it even 
more when her owner serves it with little more 
turkey and a little less of the orange vegetable. 
She swears by a perfume called Rotting Frog, 
from the brand Fields behind the Flat, and is 
the proud bearer of the highest award of the 
Order of the Turkey Leg (which she earned 
following the excellently carried out mission 
Chase the Robber) and is a fearless fighter 
against avian flu (who will protect the turkeys 
if not her?). She is not such a fan of “lana-don’t-
touch-that” moments and having to wait to go 
out.
Is life from a dog’s perspective really a dog’s 
life? Little Lana may be the best one to 
answer this question. The collection of short 
stories written as a dog’s internal monologue 
with elements of distraction as a response 
to stimulations of the auditory, visual and 
olfactory kind is perfect for all little fluf fy 
dog lovers, as well as lovers of the slightly 
bigger ones...or even much bigger (and will 
probably also be a favourite among lovers of 
the meowing variety). The very real facts about 
Homo sapiens sapiens are only incidental, but 
very much on purpose. And watch out, you 
might even start barking as well!

Format: 16.5 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover, 
72 pages

Lit tle  L ana
#yumyum #turkeylover #adventures 

Written by: Karin Potočnik
Illustrations by: Kristina Krhin
Lana is a perfectly real Scottish West Highland Terrier, while Little Lana from the story is the author’s alter ego and they 
of ten get mixed up. The adventures are very much of the literary kind and promise plenty of laughs.

N E W
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ROGGIE THE LION
Stories about a little less ordinary lion

Written by: Igor Plohl
Illustrations by: Urška Stropnik Šonc

ROGGIE THE LION 
FINDS HAPPINESS
The story of Roggie the lion is the 
story of a little less ordinary lion. 
Af ter a serious injury to his spine he 
finds himself in a wheelchair. Facing 
new circumstances in his life, he 
learns the real value of life and how 
to overcome obstacles that he had 
to face following his accident. The 
picture book includes an informative 
photo booklet about the lives of 
handicapped people.

Format: 21 × 29.7cm, colour print, 
hardcover, 24 pages

For Ages 6-10
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Igor Plohl is a teacher and an author of 
picture books in which he talks about being 
disabled. Roggie the Lion, his literary alter 
ego, came to life when Igor wanted to talk 
to his students about his painful experience 
when he had to deal with his new life in a 
wheelchair following a serious accident. He 
has also written about his experience dealing 
with his new situation in the autobiographic 
story It Can Happen To You!, which he wrote 
for adult readers.

For Ages 6-10

MARK AND ROGGIE 
AT THE PARALYMPICS
In his newest story, Roggie the little less 
ordinary lion who, af ter falling of f a ladder, 
finds himself in a wheelchair, tells us all 
about the Paralympic Games. His friend, a 
lion called Mark who is a coach for disabled 
athletes, takes him to the venue of the 
Paralympics and shows him all the special 
and interesting things about parasports. 
Roggie learns about all the sports, such as 
goalball and boccia, and finds out that blind 
athletes can also ski!

Format: 23 × 29cm, colour print, hardcover, 
28 pages

N E W
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Preschool Children

A SERIES FOR CHILDREN
Written by: Zvezdana Majhen
Illustrations by: Urška Stropnik Šonc

This series of books for the youngest readers is all about the people and things that surround them.
Each book is a collection of six lyrical picture books that expand and broaden a child’s general knowledge about nature 
and society, encourage the development of their vocabulary and a sense for the cognitive, ethical and aesthetic aspects of 
language. Using a child-friendly approach, the books help children get in touch with their emotions to show empathy for the 
various situations that people and animals, as well as objects and abstract things, find themselves in. The books follow the 
didactic principle of going from close to far, from easier to harder, from a narrow to a wide perspective. And in combination 
with the many wonderful illustrations, the series is a favourite among little children.

A SERIES FOR LITTLE ONES
Titles in the series: 

My Family My Things Please – Thank You

The Sky and the Weather Animals Vehicles

GRANNY

MUMMY TOO 

HAS A DEAR MOTHER. 

THAT IS OUR GRANNY,

AND WE LOVE EACH OTHER! 

 

IN A LITTLE HOUSE WITH GRANDPA, 

SHE LIVES IN A VILLAGE HOMELY. 

AND EVERYTHING THAT GRANNY DOES,

SHE DOES IT VERY SLOWLY.

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE Rights sold to: Russian
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Preschool Children

A SERIES  
FOR KINDHEARTEDNESS
Titles in the series: 

A SERIES  
FOR LITTLE SCHOLARS
Titles in the series:

Format: 15.5 × 15.5cm, colour print, board book, 20 pages

Me, You, Everyone My Clothes

My Environment

Waters Forest Friends

Trees

Rights sold to: Russian

Time Musical Instruments

Sports Jobs

Home Appliances 
and Machines

Technical Devices

N E W
N E W

N E W

N E W
N E W

N E W

 9 



Zvezdana Majhen, Urška Stropnik Šonc (illustrations)

WORLD OF RIDDLES
The simple and charming rhyming riddles by Zvezdana Majhen will 
enrich the book shelf of any home. Thanks to the lovely writing and Urška 
Stropnik Šonc’s delightful illustrations, both children and parents alike will 
race to uncover the answers!

Format: 21 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover, 36 pages

Zvezdana Majhen

Zvezdana Majhen, Polona Kosec (illustrations)

POOCHES IN LOVE
Matt is the proud owner of Aja the poodle and takes care of her very well, what 
is more, he has big plans for her unborn puppies. But Aja’s heart wants to follow 
a dif ferent plan, as she is in love with the neighbour’s dog Khan. If you thought 
that love couldn’t happen to dogs, think again! 

Format: 21 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover, 14 pages

Zvezdana Majhen, Kristina Krhin (illustrations)

CRADLE OF WORDS
Little poems for little readers.
The collection of 34 poems is designed for kindergarten children and children between 
the ages of 5 and 8. Many of them are dedicated to books and the message they bring, 
also to family, the connections between family members, the environment in which we 
live, leisure time activities, holiday greetings and the happiness we all want.

Format: 16.5 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover, 60 pages

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE
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Zvezdana Majhen, Urška Stropnik Šonc (illustrations)

THE RAINBOW OF APPRECIATION
A rainbow collection of poems for children that spreads a love of 
life, living creatures and our planet. One of the sources of inspiration 
for the book were the special days we celebrate on a global, 
international and national level that express mankind’s respect 
towards other living creatures, the planet, events and experiences 
that we have encountered throughout history.

Format: 21 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover, 76 pages

For Ages 3-8

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

Zvezdana Majhen was born to teenage parents, who were incapable of taking care of her 
emotionally, nor financially. Thus she ended up in an orphanage and soon found safe shelter at a 
noble foster family. They were also her sound foundation and inspiration for personal growth that 
followed. The author she is a preschool teacher with a college degree in psychology by profession. 
She lives and works in Ljubljana.

TIME AND DATES
So that man could measure 
A day, week, month and year, 
He looked to a sundial 
And suddenly it all became clear:

The world turns and moves – 
Forever and always it will. 
When the sunlight disappears 
In comes the night and all stands still.

Time is a real master 
That measures everything fair;  
Work, play and fun, as well,  
Each of them get its own share.

As time and I get along so well 
And the dates I do respect, 
I never feel like being lazy – 
Time always keeps me in check!

Zvezdana Majhen

Velvet Beings
Her collection of poems instils children with a love of all 
things living – nature, plants and, above all, animals. The 
empathy, af fection and care for animals that permeates 
Zvezdana’s poetry helps children develop into more 
responsible adults. To be able to put yourself in someone 
else’s shoes and help them when they need a hand are 
values that children wholeheartedly like to internalise. Let’s 
teach them that we are also delicate velvet beings.

in the making
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Our Class is an unusual and fresh young adult novel. The story is told by a teenage girl who should have probably 
been bursting with hormones, but she would rather spend her time reading, immersing herself in stories and 
even writing novels about her peers.
It all starts on September 1st, the first day of the semester, a day that many teens hate, the day the summer 
holidays end. For four school friends and their friends it’s the start of the “monotony of exams, dusty textbooks 
and studying that, no matter which way you look at it, has no point”. Greg, the cool guy, Barbie-doll Zara, odd 
girl Sabrina and the new girl, Nonto, couldn’t be more dif ferent. But through their stories we learn how the class 
is ruled by (tough) teachers, alliances between friends, puberty, first loves and family drama.

Format: 14.8 × 21.5cm, black and white print, hardcover, 296 pages

For ages 12 and over

Written by: Nika Matanović

O U R  C L A S S

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

Nika Matanović (2000) is a young writer who began telling stories before she even began 
to read or write, dictating them to her parents and teachers. When she learnt how to 
read and write, she began writing down the stories by herself. She first began publishing 
her work in 2013 when she was still only in primary school. That is when her first longer 
narrative story came out, bearing the title Don’t Panic (Brez panike). Her next book came 
out in 2016, a more complex novel entitled Our Class (Razred), which she wrote when she 
was fourteen. Nika is currently writing her third novel
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FOR YOU ON YOUR PATH
A grandparents’ memory scrapbook

The arrival of a new family member represents a major change for all the family. Parents-
to-be are faced with the dif ficult task of raising and caring for a helpless little baby, 
sheltering it and, most importantly, loving it deeply and genuinely to help it grow into a 
good person. It isn’t easy on older siblings either, as their typical day at home changes.
In the flood of emotions brought on by a new baby, grandparents are of ten the ones who 
provide guidance and pacify the situation. They soothe the older children when they feel 
they have been lef t out. They can kiss the baby goodnight and rock it to sleep, allowing tired 
parents to finally enjoy a moment of rest. But their duties don’t end there, their role is one 
that lasts a lifetime, providing a safe haven for all their family members. Their wisdom and 
experience are priceless to all.
Many memories of their own childhood will emerge, as well as of the moment they 
themselves became parents and then also grandparents. The value of a memory can be 
found in sharing it with the people that helped create it. Collected in a memory scrapbook, 
these are the perfect gif t to the child that stands at the start of it all.

Format: 21 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover, 56 pages

Gift book

N E W
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For Ages 3-8

Nataša Vertelj (text and illustrations)

STARBELLA
The universe is endless and endless are also the 
questions we want to ask about it. The story about 
a mischievous little star called Starbella and a girl 
called Lara answers at least some of these questions 
and in a language that children can understand. How 
is a star born? Does it have a mother and father? Can 
we count the stars?

Format: 21 × 29.7cm, colour print, hardcover, 28 pages

Jasna Markuš, illustrations by Nataša Vertelj

JOURNEY INTO DREAMLAND
Journey into Dreamland is a lullaby accompanied by an 
orchestra that guides both big and small travellers to 
dreamland. Just before they fall asleep, their parents lovingly 
caress them with a melody of words. Their dreams will take 
them on adventures with pirate ships, hot-air balloons, 
surfing in the desert and exploring cities. Whatever your 
heart desires. 
The lullaby Journey into Dreamland really is a proper lullaby, 
with the Slovenian version being put to music and also as an 
audiobook.

Format: 21 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover, 24 pages

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

N E W
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For Ages 3-10

Zoran Šteinbauer

KATE AND THE SNAILS
A fairy tale about kindness, friendship, understanding, cooperation 
and the beauty of nature. Everything is ready in Sunny Dale for fun 
and exciting summer escapades and the children are eager to go on 
adventures. Only Kate, who has one leg shorter than the other, and 
Andy, who hurt himself, can’t run about and play with the other 
children. So summer gives Kate a gif t – the powers of observation 
and compassion. This means that she can sense other’s troubles 
and see the beautiful things in the world that others easily miss.

Format: 21 × 29,7cm, colour print, hardcover, 24 pages

N E W
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For Ages 3-99

AUNT ALMA AND MR TIME
Yet another memorable tale about the most precious gif t  
that we can give someone.

MARTA
The story of Marta who almost lost her heart

MY NONA
A story about the most important things in life

MY NONO
A story about true love

OUR WEDDING OR IRIS  
AND I GET MARRIED
A story about a wedding as seen through a child’s eyes

HOUSE OF WORDS
A story about how to build your dream house

PAPA DRAGON
A story about things that should never happen

PATRICIA’S STORIES
Stories that care about people

Written by: Patricija Peršolja
Illustrations by: Silvan Omerzu

Patricia’s stories are suitable for both the young and the old. They can be told around the kitchen 
table or in the living room when enjoying each other’s company or when you are all alone, but, 
wherever you read them, they open your eyes to what is essential in life. Family conversations and 
stories are the best preventive medicine against all bad things, which is why there can never be too 
many of them. Patricia’s stories gently explore some of the most important philosophical questions 
that af fect our lives.

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE
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Igor Plohl

ADVENTURES IN PRLEKIJA
A teen adventure story in the spirit of the Famous Five series by 
Enid Blyton. Three young friends are spending their holidays in 
Prlekija. They explore the wonderful, sometimes hilly landscape 
covered in vineyards and the flat lands where the Drava river 
flows. The natural and culture attractions ensnare them in stories 
from the past, unforgotten legends that still stir up secrets. They 
can only get themselves out of trouble through teamwork and 
good friendship.

Format: 16.5 × 24cm, black and white print, hardcover, 168 pages

For ages 8–12

For ages 12 and over

Jasna Markuš

THE YOUNG MEGA FROM THE PLANET 
DEGAVEGA
Megalix and Megalox are boys with supernatural powers. On the planet 
Degavega where they live, these peculiar beings are called Mega. They 
can teleport through space and time, travel between galaxies, overcome 
magnetic fields and even energy voids.
When the youngest of the Mega master their skills and pass an expert exam, 
the universe becomes limitless. A story full of suspense with hint of magic, 
intergalactic races, love, friendship....and lots of fantasy! And just like any 
good space adventure, there is more to the story than meets the eye. Scan 
the QR codes to find out more.

Format: 14.8 × 21.5cm, black and white print, hardcover, 260 pages
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BUMBLING BESSIE AND THE SMARTYPANTS 
Written by: Jasna Markuš
Illustrations by: Simon Sanda

A collection of entertaining and imaginative stories about completely ordinary kids and an utterly extraordinary magic-ma’ 
called Bumbling Bessie. Through the surprising twists and turns of the stories, this fun-loving witch makes sure that the 
heroes face up to the challenges they encounter and find solutions to their problems. Great care has been taken with the 
design of the books to make sure they are also suitable for children who have dif ficulty reading.

WHAT MAKES THESE BOOKS SPECIAL:
 ʍ The stories are very appealing to children and they enjoy 

reading them;
 ʍ Children can identify with the characters because they 

experience real-life problems;
 ʍ They are especially suitable for children who otherwise don’t 

like to read;
 ʍ The stories are pleasantly educational, with clear ethical 

principles;
 ʍ The stories can be a basis for debate or discussion of similar 

problems that children face;
 ʍ The stories are very suitable for schoolwork and 

re-enactment.

For ages 6-12

ZACH THE SOURPUSS
Zach gets very grumpy when things don’t go his way. He 
makes such a miserable face that he can easily put everyone 
else around him in a bad mood. Bessie the magic-ma’ is the 
only person who actually likes his crankiness and she has 
a super scary surprise in store for him. Zach, on the other 
hand, does everything he can to stop her from putting her 
plan into action.
Sample translation: English

A MAGIC SPELL FOR SARA
Sara is a lovely little girl and has some really good friends. 
But what good does that do when she’s not happy with 
herself. She wishes she was as pretty as a famous cover girl 
and that the entire school would admire her. To thank her 
for her help, Bumbling Bessie makes her secret wish come 
true and Sara is given the opportunity to test her new looks 
and popularity. But will this really make her happy? 

TERRIBLE LUKE AND HORRIBLE MARK
Luke and Mark seriously get on each other’s nerves. Even 
the smallest thing can send them into such a frenzy that 
the only way they can settle things is with their fists. Bessie 
steps in and challenges them to a face-of f in an actual life or 
death situation. Here, bitter rivals learn that the only thing 
that can save them is teamwork.

ANDREA AND THE FOUR MEAN GIRLS
Andrea is really unhappy because four girls from the 
sports club have singled her out and are always secretly 
picking on her. She is too afraid to tell anyone or to stand 
up to the nasty bullies until she meets Bumbling Bessie, 
who opens her eyes to what is happening. And let’s not 
even get started on how the magic-ma’ washes out those 
rude girls’ mouths.
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NICK’S MAGIC FORMULA
To Nick, nothing is as pointless and annoying as studying 
and doing his homework. But af ter a visit from Bumbling 
Bessie, his life is turned upside down. In order to survive, 
he’s willing to work as hard as ever and, in doing so, he finds 
a secret formula to work harder, better and faster!

BUMBLING BESSIE ON THE SCHOOL 
STAGE − dramatisations
A dramatisation of three stories from the popular Bumbling 
Bessie collection, made suitable for staging. The book 
includes dramatisations of the stories of: Zach the Sourpuss, 
A Magic Spell for Sara, and Andrea and the Four Mean Girls.

MAYA’S MASSIVE DISASTER
When Maya wakes up one morning, still dreaming sweetly 
about running into her beloved Jacob, she goes to look in 
the mirror and her whole world comes crashing down. She 
has a huge pimple on her chin. Confronting this deadly 
enemy only makes things worse and devastated Maya is 
determined not to go anywhere looking like that. Bessie, 
who understands what Maya is going through from 
personal experience, has a dif ficult task ahead.

JOHNNY TREMBLE’S BIG WIN
Johnny would definitely be a straight A student 
if he didn’t suf fer terribly from horrible 
stage fright. During oral exams, he breaks 
out in a cold sweat, trembles like a leaf 
and his brain shuts down completely. 
But Bessie, who finds herself in a terrible 
pickle, can only turn to Johnny for help. 
Their unusual evening adventure becomes 
a test for both of them − as well as for 
someone else, but he is invisible.

EVE’S AND ANN’S 
ENCHANTED TELEPHONES
Eve and Ann are best friends. They are in the same class at 
school, they like the same things, and they never run out of 
things to talk about. When they each get a telephone, they 

are one step short of heaven. Neither of them realises that 
a single phone call can turn their lives into a living hell. If 
you insult magic-ma’ Bessie over the phone, you can expect 
nothing less.

RICH GEORGE WITH 
THE EMPTY POCKETS
George never knew wealth. But 
ever since his dad lef t, leaving his 
mother behind to face a pile 
of debt, things have gotten 
even worse. He feels inferior 
to his schoolmates, who 
have more than enough of 
everything, and is willing 
to do anything to hide the 
poverty in which he lives. His 
quirky acquaintance Bessie proves to him that, despite his 
empty pockets, he is much richer than many who have full 
wallets.

THE ANTICS OF BUMBLING BESSIE − 
dramatisation 
Mornings at Bumbling Bessie’s are anything but ordinary. 
Even the simplest things, such as waking up, exercising and 
washing up are full of unusual rituals, which puzzle Herb, 

the handyman. That is especially true on the morning 
when Bessie and her assistant Dotty-Chanty-Pop are 
in a hurry to go on an important trip to town. But 
their preparations to leave 
the house become more 
complicated by the 
minute and the main 

culprit, Sweattle the cat, 
has disappeared.

All the story books: 14.8 × 21cm, 
black and white print, 
hardcover; 
Dramatisations: 21 × 29.7cm, 
black and white print, paperback 

For ages 6-12

The Bumbling Bessie character is not only limited to stories, as we wanted to create a living and breathing character. In the 
stories The Antics of Bumbling Bessie, we have put Bessie on the stage, and she also appears as an individual character at 
cultural events in primary schools across Slovenia.
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Awards Nominations
The success of the publishing house is attested by its many nominations and awards:

 – Danica Križanič Müller: Odprta praznina (The Open Void) – Nominated for the 
2010 Jenko Award and the 2010 Glazerjeva listina Award

 – Josip Osti: Objemam in poljubljam te v vseh barvah Marca Chagalla (I Hold and 
Kiss You in All of Marc Chagall’s Colours) – Nominated for the 2011 Jenko Award

 – Tomislav Vrečar: Ime mi je Veronika (My Name is Veronika) – Nominated for the 
2012 Veronika Award

 – Patricija Peršolja: Gospodinjski blues (Housewife Blues) – Nominated for the 2013 
Veronika Award

 – Patricija Peršolja: Moj nono (My Nono) – Recipient of a Golden Pear Award in 2014

 – Petra Kolmančič: P(l)ast for p(l)astjo (Layer by Layer/Trap by Trap) – Winner of the 
2014 Veronika Award 

 – Boštjan Narat: Partija (Game) – Nominated for the 2014 Rožanc Award and the 
Most Beautiful Slovenian Book at the 2014 Slovenian Book Fair

 – Manica K. Musil: Pobalinska pujsa (The Naughty Pigs) – Nominated for the Most 
Beautiful Slovenian Book in the category for children and young adults at the 2015 
Slovenian Book Fair and many international awards

 – Bina Štampe Žmavc, illustrations by Alenka Sottler: Pesem za Liro (Song for the 
Lyre) – Gold medal from the US Society of Illustrators for the Eurydice illustration 
by Alenka Sottler (awarded on 5 February 2016 in New York) and nominated for 
the 2016 Most Beautiful Slovenian Book.

 – Erika Vouk: The Glazer Award for lifetime achievements (her last three poetry 
books were published by Založba Pivec)

 – Bina Štampe Žmavc: Čarimatika (Magimathics) – Nominated for the 2017 
Desetnica Award and the 2017 Večernica Award

 – Dragan Potočnik: A Poem for Beloved Sinin – nominated for the Krilata želva 2017 
award for best Slovenian travelogue





Založba Pivec d.o.o. 
Na Gorci 20 
2000 Maribor 
Slovenia

Head of fice: 
Krekova ul. 13 
2000 Maribor 
Slovenia

+386 2 250 08 28 
info@zalozba-pivec.com 
www.zalozba-pivec.com 

 Založba Pivec 
 zalozbapivec 
 @ZalozbaPivec

Foreign Rights Contact: 
Zala Stanonik, project manager 
zala@zalozba-pivec.com 
+386 2 250 08 28 
+386 41 769 706


