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ABOUT THE PUBLISHER
Založba Pivec publishes scientific monographs, original and translated 

literature for children and adults, books from the fields of the humani-

ties, social sciences and medicine, as well as dictionaries, handbooks 

and coursebooks, while recently also publishing audio books and music 

albums. In recent years it has become the largest publishing house in 

north-east Slovenia, publishing more than forty books every year.

The publishing company is also active in other literary areas and has 

been organising around 50 literary events annually. Since 2005 it has 

been hosting the Poetry Tournament, a literary competition that awards 

the most original poem written in Slovene. Since then, 7 events have 

been held throughout Slovenia and neighbouring countries as part of 

the Poetry Tournament. In the period from 2011 to 201 , the publishing 

company also organised European Poetical Tournaments that were held 

in Zalaegerszeg, Sarajevo, Košice and Maribor, with performances from 

poets coming from seven dif ferent countries.

Since 2021 Založba Pivec has been organizing a new Literary festival of 

genre literature. First edition was dedicated to Slovenian crime fiction 

due to its great popularity. In the coming years we will expand the pro-

gram even more and try to delight readers of various genres.



AVGUST DEMŠAR

BESTSELLING SLOVENIAN CRIME FICTION NOVEL AUTHOR

Avgust Demšar comes from Maribor and writes exclusively criminal novels. Stories are put in a 
real surroundings of Maribor and in real present time. They are based on detection, secret clues 
and hints, which are at reader's disposal all the time, so that he can compete with main heroes 
and even tries to solve the problem before them. Demšar's detective opus is conceived as a stand-
alone series in which the fates of the main characters develop while the detective stories remain 
independent – to be enjoyed on their own as a complete story. The author is critical towards 
social dif ferences, impatience, homophobia and xenophobia. Avgust Demšar is a pseudonym. 
The author has decided for it beacuse it somehow belongs to the genre he is practising.
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AVGUST DEMŠAR

OIL ON THE BALCONY (2007, 2020)
Oil on the Balcony is an original Slovenian detective novel and 
also Demšar’s debut book. It is the first novel in the series of 
cases worked by Superintendent Vrenko. In a block of flats by 
the Drava river where well-off people lived, a cleaning lady 
finds the body of Doctor Potokar in one of the flats. At first 
it appears to be suicide, but Vrenko and his young assistant 
Marko Breznik discover the doctor's colossal secret in a locked 
cupboard, a secret that incriminates many people...

RETROSPECTIVE (2008, 2020)
Superintendent Martin Vrenko is invited to the formal 
opening of a retrospective art exhibition of a deceased artist. 
There, the high society of Maribor and the artist's closest 
relatives are all present. The evening comes to an end with 
the treacherous murder of the artist’s son, while soon af ter 
another body appears and one of the exhibited paintings 

is vandalised. The experienced detective, who was also 
interested in art and culture, looks through the dusty files 
of the artist’s legacy and finds an unassuming exhibition 
catalogue by an young, unknown sculptor. He must travel to 
Trieste. Will he be able to piece together the puzzle? 

THIN ICE (2009, 2020)
A new case for Superintendent Vrenko. In his third case, 
doubts about the circumstances surrounding the case 
arise in the minds of Superintendent Martin Vrenko, young 
Inspector Breznik and Chief Inspector Ivana Premk. All of a 
sudden, nothing is as it seems to be. The traf fic accident in 
which a school psychologist loses her life turns out not to be 
an accident. The robbery in which the school secretary dies 
is in fact not a robbery at all. When a third member of the 
school’s staf f dies a violent death not long af ter, the crime 
investigators are faced with an utterly unpleasant question. 
Is it possible that a serial killer is loose in Slovenia?

THE CHURCH (2020, 2021)
The Church is a typical whodunnit crime novel. The crimes 
once again take place in native Slovenian surroundings, 
mostly in the fictitious village of Vodnjaki, where it seems 
that a special type of evil resides. The tenth, jubilee novel 
by Demšar is more extensive, the story is more complex 
and the side stories are even more surprising. The author 
lures us into a whirlwind of events and holds the reader 
in suspense even when he delves into the relationships 
between his mainstay characters known from his previous 
novels and their characterisation. The rising action that 
triggers further events is the murder of a high-level church 
dignitary. Even before the criminal investigators can get 
down to work, new murders and crimes are reported. In 
addition to the main storyline, Demšar touches on many 
dif ferent current social issues. This intensely suspenseful 
read full of intellectual challenges leads the reader on a 
path to solving an exceptionally complex case.

Format 14.8 × 21 cm, black and white print, hardcover, 
608 pages

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

GERMAN SAMPLE AVAILABLE BESTSELLER
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BESTSELLING SLOVENIAN CRIME AUTHOR

EUROPE (2010, 2021)
Autumn. Outside it's dark and pouring with rain. A black 
Mercedes speeds down the road. In addition to the driver, 
there are three other passengers in the vehicle. They were in 
Maribor for the first time, and two of them were in Europe 
for the first time. They soon reach their destination and the 
guests, tired from travelling all day, arrange when the driver 
should pick them up the next morning. They are all going 
to the international conference about the current state of 
Europe and among them is one of the most notable guests, 
star of the conference Kevin Douglas. The next morning a 
fisherman finds a body in the Drava river. This is how the 
investigation into the murder of Douglas begins, led by 
Superindendent Martin Vrenko with his two colleagues, 
the newly wed Inspector Marko Breznik and Chief Inspector 
Ivana Premk.

HOTEL ABBAZIA (2011, 2021)
Detective Superintendent Martin Vrenko had a few days 
from last year's annual leave to use up, so he and his wife 
Mojca set of f on holiday to Croatia, more specifically to 
Opatija. The detective was enjoying himself on the beach, 
reading newspapers and watching the sea, but he soon 
grew bored. Then an article in the local newspaper about a 
crime that had been committed in Opatija caught his eye: 
Murdered wife then took own life. His dedication to his job 
and the boredom he was experiencing led him to become 
increasingly interested in this case...

OBSESSIONS DURING  
THE CRISIS (2012, 2022)
Obsessions During the Crisis represents the conclusion of a 
series of six cases investigated by Superintendent Vrenko 
and is, as yet, the most extensive cyclic detective novel in 
Slovenia. The story begins when the decomposing body of a 
businessman is found at a popular destination for day trips. 
The cause of death is an insulin overdose which resulted in 
an insulin shock and death, while the circumstances of the 
murder turn out to be exceptionally complex. Before the 
surprising unveiling of the murderer, the author runs down 
a list of suspects – the victim's father Aleksander, the victims 
stepsisters (greedy Petra and her husband the lawyer, anorexic 
Iris and her partner), the victim’s widow Sabina and his 
roomate at the Livada Care Home. But who did it?

MILOŠ (2013, 2021)
With his new novel, the author introduces readers to a new 
detective. Milosh is more modern, maybe more direct, 
but also more mysterious, complex and far from perfect. 
Whenever the opportunity arises, he has no problem letting 
his fists do the talking. He is in the middle of a divorce and 
sometimes he also lies. Miloš must deal with the murder of a 
young Italian, a homosexual. Is it a crime of passion? Perhaps 
it is the result of predjudice against people of other sexual 
orientations? 

THE TRANSVERSE TRAIL  
OF POHORJE (2016)
Although the novel is categorised as a political 
crime story, it could just as easily be labelled as a 
psychological detective novel. What is more, the 
adjective political adds an element whereby a typical 
detective story becomes intertwined with the world 
of politics in which the investigation takes place. A up-
and-coming politician is accused of three murders. All 
of which took place within two weeks of his high school 
graduation reunion. Since all clues point to him, he 
finds himself imprisoned. But that is only the beginning 
of his story.

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

THE ISLAND (2018)
The Island is Avgust Demšar's ninth crime novel. For 
the first time in his literary career the writer doesn’t 
follow his classical crime strategy of »who is the actor« 
used in his previous novels. This time he is following the 
idea of another sub-genre, this is the type of »the secret 
of the locked room« crime novel. In the first third of 
the novel the happening is put on an imaginery Island 
somewhere in Croatia, then it moves to Slovenia, to 
Maribor, where all his novels are taking place. The main 
emphasis of the text is given to the procedures, the 
criminalistic detection, of fering the keys to the solution 
of criminal deeds. Again there are several murders 
involved as well as fake and crucial hints and sideway 
investigations.

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE
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Josip Osti (1945 – 2021), a poet, storyteller, essayist, literary critic, anthologist, 
translator and editor, was born in 1945 in Sarajevo, where he took degree at the 
Faculty of Arts. He was editor of the students literary magazine Our Days, editor 
at the Veselin Masleša Publishing House, secretary of Writers Association of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as its branch Writers Association of Sarajevo. 
He was also the director of international event The Sarajevo Days of Poetry, the 
editor of magazine Books in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the president of the 
Association of Literary Translators of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Since 1990 he 
lived in Slovenia as a free lance writer. He lived of love and of his literary works 
and translations.Fo
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JOSIP OSTI

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

Josip Osti

LIFE IS A TERRIFYING FAIRY TALE
Josip Osti's third mosaic biographical novel in his Windy Night in Langenbroich trilogy. The 
novel comprises three intertwined parts. The first is the war diary of Osti’s mother – an 
exceptional, valuable and moving testimony and one of the most important records 
documenting the three-year siege of Sarajevo. This, together with Osti's inciteful stories 
of his memories and explanations about Sarajevo its people paints a terrifying – this 
descriptor from the title is surely justified – picture of the Bosnian war and parallel 
events in other areas, including Slovenia. The third dimension of the text, where Osti 
describes how he dealt with his ‘incurable’ kidney cancer, gives the war letters and diary 
of his mother and his memory of this period an additional existential consciousness. We 
are witness to human fates in the grip of tumultuous times and personal anguishes.

Format: 14.8 × 21 cm, black and white print, hardcover, 492 pages

Rights sold to: Farsi

Josip Osti 

PEPPER ON PUDDING
Pepper on Pudding is a collection of 66 short stories that are based on what 
the author, Josip Osti, witnessed in his life. They are anecdotal events which 
he put into words with his undeniable literary talent, with an abundance 
of sincere emotions and insightful life lessons. In this way, he makes them 
incredibly vivid and telling. The stories are taken from various aspects of life: 
family, sports, writing, politics, university. The book emanates the authorial 
wisdom of a man who has a gif t to see things deeper and more clearly, as well 
as being able to show this to others.

Format: 14.8 × 21cm, black and white print, hardcover, 156 pages
N E W
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JOSIP OSTI

Josip Osti

IN FRONT OF THE MIRROR
The literary work of Josip Osti has always been intermingled with the topic of love. The novel talks about 
the love between a man and a woman, all the women in his life and the relationships in which love has 
shown its many faces: love towards his mother and grandmother and on to the first love encounters with 
girls and women. Love can be gentle and harsh, whether one talks about longing or lust or about both. 
Foremost he talks about love in a humorous way and from his point of view.

Format: 14.8 × 21cm, black and white print, paperback, 332 pages ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

Josip Osti

QUADRATURE OF THE SARAJEVO CIRCLE
The book comprises four essays, feuilltons, mostly speaking about Sarajevo, the author's birth place. The 
first one, Jews in Sarajevo and Bosnia, was written upon the occassion of 500th anniversary of exodus 
of Jews from Spain, part of which came to Bosnia and Herzegovina. He writes about their presence in 
this places, their cultural and religious life. The feuillton Sarajevo in the past and present speaks about 
the interesting history of this multicultural city, from Turkish to Austro-Hungarian reign to South Slavic 
realms and states up to the cruel war among dif ferent nations in the nineties of the twentieth century. In 
the feuillton Faces, shapes and countrysides Osti engages into consideration of meaning of photography, 
especially in war time. In the last one Radova  a adži   i e  a d o  c i i al – he analyses the 
personality and transformation of a psychiatrist and a poet with whom he had even been a friend in the period when he 
had been writing poetry. Later Radovan Karadžić became a political leader with utmost nacionalistic priciples and was 
one of the most responsible people for the bloody war in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Format: 16 × 24cm, black and white print, paperback, 116 pages ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

Josip Osti

LIFE WITH BOOKS
In his collection of essays, the poet, writer, translator and winner of many awards both in Slovenia and 
abroad broached the subject of his greatest love – literature.
He writes about authors and their works that have touched him to such an extent that he has dedicated 
essays to the subject. He approaches them in great detail, his thoughts are fresh, probing and clever, full of 
interesting analyses, comparisons, associations and allusions. His writing style is appealing and masterful, 
as is appropriate for a renowned literary artist, in such a way that draws readers into his train of thought. 
Josip Osti had divided his essay collection into three parts. In the first he delves into prose (novels and short 
stories) and essays, written by Isaaac Bashevis Singer, Carlos Fuentes, Mario Vargas Llosa, Fulvio Tomizza, 
Libuše Moníková, Hanif Kureishi and Michal Viewegh. The second part deals with his travels and travelogues. The third part 
deals with diary literature, writing about the diaries of Andre Gide, Franz Kafka, Witold Gombrowicz and Max Frisch.

Format: 16 × 24cm, black and white print, paperback, 164 pages

Rights sold to: Farsi

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE
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Hans Kaspar

THE FINALS
The Finals is a sports satire/
parody that follows the logic 
and diction used in conspiracy 
theories and holds up a mirror to 
our time. The central part of the 
text is a recording of the radio 
broadcast of the second half of 
the final match of the European 
Football Championship 2020. 
This championship actually took 
place, we just all forgot about 
it. The reason for this collective 
amnesia is 5G technology and 
the mass microchipping that was 
linked to it. Who is to blame for 
our forgetting one of the largest 
sports events in the world, it is not 
quite clear (conspiracy theorists 
blame Masters of the World). 
The purpose of the text is to 
reveal the truth about an event 
that disappeared from collective 
memory. The authors of The 
Finals remain anonymous. Only a 
pseudonym is used, but it is clear 
that behind it are a collective of 
conspiracy theorists and seekers 
of truth. The aim of the actual 
author was not to hide his name, 
or to not identify himself with 
the text, but rather to use a 
pseudonym for entirely dif ferent 
reasons. He wanted to address the 
collective authorship of conspiracy 
theories, where evidence is always 
faked and only serves to prove the 
theory at hand. 

Format: 11 × 17.5cm, black and 
white print, paperback, 128 pages

FICTION  PROSE

ENGLISH AND GERMAN 
SAMPLES AVAILABLE

N E W
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In the making

Sa a a Hadži  av i 

VISITS
Visits are the second collection of short stories by young author Samanta Hadžič 
Žavski, in which she plays with both many societal stereotypes and with readers’ 
expectations. The collection is composed of three parts: Visits, Touches, and Sounds. 
The title of each chapter represents the common thread of the stories. What are all 

the things that can happen during a visit? What do touches and sounds lead to?
Samanta of ten begins developing the story by focusing on a piece of the mosaic and 
then, with a sensitivity to developing tension, she creates a growing picture that 
usually ends with a twist. The reader is first forcefully thrown into the centre of the 
action, and, at the end, she aims the kaleidoscope of expectations back at the reader. 
In the young author’s stories, it of tentimes turns out underneath the seemingly idyllic 
home lives, friendships or just random relationships are hidden unresolved traumas 
and frustration that erupt in various forms and bring along a variety of consequences.

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

Mi ia  D ev

OF THE DAYS AND OF THE NIGHTS
Of the Days and of the Nights is a novel in letters with a family drama as the linking 
text. The main twist that af fected the lives of all the protagonists is revealed in the end, 
but is foreshadowed in the letters. At the same time, this is also a social or historical 
novel as it depicts three dif ferent periods. From the perspective of the present, we 
first go back to a time just af ter World War II through the correspondence between 

Agata and her adult son Jakob, then to the turn of the 1960s. 
The family drama is connected to the departure of protagonist Pavlina to go work in 
London and then in Stuttgart (in 1959). She goes there to earn a living and obtain an 
education, which is a challenge for her in itself, let alone the challenge of her leaving 

her young daughter Agata back home.
In the post-war era described beforehand, the adult girls and boys are portrayed. The 
latter serving their time in the army in tough, but comical circumstances. Both exhibit 
an interest in a better material status, while still being overshadowed by the war—
Nives is being treated at Golnik Hospital for the traumatic ef fect the war had on her. 
The topic of scarcity and longing for material security is important, as it specifically 
defined this era of our civilisation. Symbolic of this are building your own house and 

purchasing your own car, which was a complicated process at the time.

FICTION  PROSE
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BRANKO GRADIŠNIK

a o adi i

CORONA CHRONICLES 
In the form of a diary, Branko Gradišnik 
documents his experience of the Covid-19 crisis 
from 26 February to 6 May 2020 in a mixture of 
topics from health to happiness to relationships. 
The first part of the book is characterised by its 
mostly manic (but also humourous) depiction of 
the universal sense of how healthcare, the media, 
the economy, the authorities and people were 
all caught up in the pandemic. At the beginning, 
his writing is aimed at “finding an enemy”, but 
his curiosity later extends to researching the 
accompanying phenomena – not only the disease 
itself, but its politicisation with bans on the 
gathering of people, the importing of overpriced 
ventilators and masks, the consumption of various 
concoctions and the media frenzy only intended 
to increase viewership. His diary entries are 
enriched with his correspondence with friends, 
which add something special to the book. Towards 
the end, the author begins to break free from the 
shackles of Covid-19, achieving a freedom where 
it is possible to breathe without an external and 
internal muzzle.

Format: 13 × 20 cm, black and white print, 
paperback, 192 pages

In the making
a o adi i  

FOR OFT, WHEN ON MY COUCH I LIE 
A travel novel from the Strictly Confidential with Branko Gradišnik series that, once again, delivers humorous but in-depth, 
essayistic contemplations about the countries travelled by the author, as well as about the fundamental questions about 
mankind and its nature. In this book, Branko comes face to face with the charming English region called the Lake District, 
which bestowed upon him many incidents and accidents. To top it all of f, he meets the ghosts of William Wordsworth and 
Ljubo Urajnar. The first helps him gain a whole range of interesting insights through his poety, with the second he recalls 
many pleasant memories from their many years of friendship. The Lake District is also the perfect place for the author, upon 
the impulses caused by the landscape and the culture, to contemplate this, that and the other in a not so unengaging way.

– 8 –



BRANKO GRADIŠNIK

a o adi i

AUGUST IN THE CAUCASUS
The novel presents a humorous but essayistic and in-depth 
contemplation about the countries the author has travelled through, 
while also ruminating on the big questions in life, about humans and 
their nature. His writing falls into the genre of semi-fictional travelogues 
that can be categorised as a hybrid literary style on the border between 
fiction and journalistic documentary writing, in which the author 
subjectively presents an objective journey which the traveller has 
undertaken on their own free will. It contains some elements of factual 
data but its essence is in the depiction of the traveller's encounter of 
their journey. The author must be both a travel writer and a traveller. He 
takes the reader on a journey into the rich political and cultural history 
of Transcaucasia and puts forth many musings about man in the wheel 
of time, about people as travellers, about the contemporary inter-ethnic 
relationships in the Transcaucasian region and also simply discusses 
common problems faced by travellers and the good and bad sides of 
relationships between people on the road.

Format: 14,8 x 21cm, black and white print, hardcover 
No. of pages: 336

a o adi i

THE JUNIOR RANGERS THAT WE ARE
A travel novel from the Strictly Confidential with Branko Gradišnik series that 
delivers humorous, but in-depth, essayistic contemplations about the 
countries travelled by the author, as well as about fundamental questions 
about mankind and its nature. His writing falls into the genre of semi-
fictional travelogues that can be categorised as a hybrid literary style on 
the border between fiction and journalistic documentary writing in which 
the author subjectively presents an objective journey which the traveller 
has undertaken on his own free will. It contains some elements of factual 
data but its essence is in the depiction of the traveller's encounter of 
his journey. The author must be both a travel writer and a traveller. The 
Junior Rangers That We Are is a travel novel about a disorganised family 
trip taken in 2015 through the Southwestern United States. It compiles 
lucid observations about modern American society, its characteristics 
and deviations, as well as about the entirely mundane problems faced by 
travellers and the highlights of relationships between people on the road. 
The book will be illustrated by Ciril Horjak.

Format: 14.8 × 21 cm, black and white print, hardcover 
No. of pages: 220
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FICTION  POETRY

Zvezdana Majhen

HA-IQ

A collection of haikus that were published on the occasion of the author's 70th birthday. It contains several hundred 
carefully selected haikus grouped by motif.  Every haiku exudes an unbridled poetic energy that is so fleeting and 
ephemeral that it absorbs within it time and gives us pleasure. This enjoyment has no object, it posseses nothing. It 
is joy in itself, joy for the beauty of language, joy of being. Zvezdana's haikus are surprisingly diverse in their themes 
and encompass an entire palette of meditative, intimate and even socially or politically engaged states. She is able 
to always find the right tone and rhythm in relationship with the meaning to match the diversity of her motifs. In the 
collection you will find laughter, irony, heartfelt sadness and anguish, wisdom that touches (empty) wakefulness...
HA-IQ is like a pearl necklace. Pearls are not created without pain, but their beauty only begins to shine when the 

pain fades into silence.

Format: 12 × 21cm, black and white print, paperback, 100 pages

N E W
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FICTION  POETRY

il a a a  Neža Ma e

IN POEMS IS MY LIFE

A selection of poems and a literary biography. A special edition to celebrate the 90th birthday of the great Slovenian 
poet Neža Maurer. The book is a dedication to poetry and the poet, her trust in the power of love and the search for 

freedom that creates a space for art.
The poems are accompanied by writings that shed light on the details of her life, highlighting the spiritual 
relationship and valuable friendship between Lilijana Jarh and Neža Maurer that has been going on for forty years. 
The text does not follow neither a chronological nor linear order. The poetic language alternates with uttered 
or written descriptions, and memory, which is a lot more fragile, lacking and unreliable than one would care to 
admit, with literary creativity. Reality paints the backdrop onto which memory modifies what was experienced 
and declares itself the new author of a life experience. Thus the story becomes only one of the versions, a personal 

perspective that influences the content and, once again, (un)intentionally transforms what was felt. 

Format: 17.5 × 22cm, black and white print, hardcover, 250 pages

N E W
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INA TAMPE MA C

SONG FOR THE LYRE
E ic oe  i  ed ve e

Written by: i a a e avc
Illustrations by: Ale a So le
Music by: a o A a a ov i

PESEM 
ZA LIRO

B I N A  Š T A M P E  Ž M A V C

i l u s t r a c i j e  A L E N K A  S O T T L E R

And when the grail of poetry 
has slipped the poet’s clutch, 
who’s Orpheus? Eurydice? 
Must songs remain pent up?

And even Orpheus, spurred forth, 
by music, past the tomb – 
beyond the door line endless doors, 
the muse is gone for good.

Although the poet revives a 
classic Greek myth using her 
own rhythm and intriguing 
musical imagery to bring it into 
the modern world, from the very 
first verse we sense her travelling 
far back into ancient times. In 
light of the present, Orpheus 
poses the question whether it is 
even still possible to exist in the 
form that the poet has chosen. 
And with this, a question is 
posed about the very existence 
of poetry itself. Orpheus may 
still need his muses, but his 
muse no longer wants to be just 
that. The mystery of the poet's 
existence was revealed long 
ago – even to the muses. This 
is why they increasingly tug at 
Orpheus’ lyre, pulling it away to 
take over his role. In a civilisation 
that wants to become immortal 
in its apocalyptic delirium, the 
Muse does not want to only 
be the eternal inspiration and 
victim any more, despite her 
position high up on the altar of 
poetry. She wants to assume the 
Orphean role and, in the words 
of poet Louisa Glück, survive.

Format: 19.2 × 21.8cm, colour print, hardcover 
No. of pages: 84 

Rights sold to: Italian

ENGLISH AND GERMAN SAMPLE AVAILABLE
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INA TAMPE MA C

i a a e avc

U-NI-VERSE
In the pages of the poetry collection by Bina Štampe Žmavc you are 
awaited by the miracle of creation. The poet focuses her entirely muted 
mind on objects in her vicinity or in far of f memories in order to be 
able to fathom their actual being. The focus on the essence of the 
Taoist approach towards the world as a comprehensive observation 
of existence, which is alluded to at the very beginning of the book, 
singles out the very aspects of the observed subject that form our most 
fundamental intuitive perception about it. The universe is therefore 
spread out in front of us like an album of poetic definitions that are 
magically and spontaneously created from material reality as things 
that are always perceptible, but have yet to be articulated. The objects 
awaken from their numb purpose and in an act of imagination they 
shine as (re)created, gif ted, and otherwise present things.

Format: 12 × 21cm, colour print, premium paperback, 80 pages

i a a e avc writes poems, prose and dramatic texts, mostly for young 
readers. The motifs in her lyrical tales for children come from both everyday life as 
reality and a fantastic experience, she addresses topics such as the interconnectedness 
of the universe, mankind and nature, and also children and their playful relationship 
with their surroundings. Her prose work includes stories about animals and various 
short fairy tales and nonsense stories. She is considered to be one of the top Slovenian 
authors of youth literature, while also being an established writer of adult poetry (the 
collection Sands in the Song, Diagonal Sun, U-ni-verse and Song for the Lyre).

In the making
i a a e avc

ANTHOLOGY OF POETRY FOR ADULTS
Bina Štampe Žmavc addresses poetry for adults as a topic primarily as the universal language of the soul, as she 
firmly believes that only with the help of poetry can the truths of life be uncovered. She has a great mastery of 
the sonnet and other traditional forms, and her work stands out thanks to the melodiousness of the language she 
uses, her innovativeness, her ability to deconstruct words and highlight their multiple meanings. In her poetry, she 
includes both the real world as well as the eternal questions about life, love and art. She is able to put all areas of 
human creativity into poetic words. The anthology of her poetry for adults is in honour of the artist's 70th birthday.

– 13 –



Pe a ol a i

LAYER BY LAYER, TRAP BY TRAP
The initial poetry by Petra Kolmančič is the search for a way out of human mediocrity 
and the predictability of senses in the essence of loneliness and in the despair of 
closeness. Petra Kolmančič’s poetry is committed to ‘self’ and the pureness of one’s 
own path. Even when she surrenders to the Other, when she enters a world that she 
otherwise tries to avoid, she defines longing in verses that meticulously illustrate 
strangeness and emptiness itself.
The book received a Slovenian award for poetry collections in 2014, known as the 
Veronika Award.

Format: 12 × 21cm, colour print, premium paperback, 124 pages 
Translated into: Czech

Pe a ol a i  is one on the most outstanding artist of middle generation. Her first 
three books of poetry were written in her student years, The Hole 1994, Shot in the Head 
1995. 10 years af ter her first book she published a book of poetry Introduction to Desire 
and then in 2014 Layer by Layer, Trap by Trap, which was awared The Veronika Prize as the 
best book of poetry of the year in Slovenia. The literary public in Slovenia have been hardly 
waiting for her new book of poetry.

Pe a ol a i

THIRD PERSON DUAL
In her sixth book of poetry the authoress faces up all the existential impedimenta, 
collected through years in a life of every person. She precisely cuts the dark and 
less dark sides of life and uncharitably weaves them into a texture of inventive 
poetical images and refined language, which in full frame illustrates her poetical 
contemplations with its refined and thougtfull verse formulation. In five cycles she 
takes us into the tectonics of love interactions, into the psychopathology of everyday 
life, into the questions of identity, into evaluation of self acting and existence and 
into a clear sparkling selfironical divestiture. Its a peculiar last cycle, entitled Green 
Porno, written as the reaction against the series of short art films of Isabelle Rosellini 
with the same title. Third Person Dual is a book of poetry for literary gourmets.

Format: 12 × 21cm, black and white print, paperback 
No. of pages: 100

Translated into: Czech

A selection of poems available in English language.

PETRA O MAN I

AWARDED POETRY AUTHOR
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DRA AN POTO NI

A POEM FOR BELOVED SININ 
Written by: D a a  Po o i

A novel in which three stories are intertwined. The story of the vast and culturally rich Iran, the story 
of the eternal traveller – the philosopher and poet, and the story of two young lovers, Amir and Sinin, 
who are trying to find their path to happiness.
Dragan Potočnik is a phenomenon in the world of Slovenian culture. A historian, scientist, researcher, 
poet, writer and traveller, with an emphasis on the latter profession. In the deepest and broadest sense 
of the word. He travels into the depths of his inner self and into the expanses of distant lands. A journey 
there and back that has been going on since the dawn of time and will never come to an end. A journey that is like the gentle 
undulation of the wide open sea, drawing us in with its immensity. And its depth. And its mystery. And its magnificence. He is 
fascinated by life. He is fascinated by people. Their thoughts and their fates. Their everyday lives and their desires. Iran is the 
country he is perpetually drawn to. Captivated by its people. Friendly, good-hearted, beautiful people. He has written about 
them in several of his works, and of course also in his first novel A Poem for Beloved Sinin.

Format: 14.8 × 21cm, black and white print, paperback, 344 pages

D a a  Po o i  is a phenomenon in the world of Slovenian culture. A historian, 
scientist, researcher, poet, writer and traveller, with an emphasis on the last of these in 
the deepest and broadest sense of the word. He travels into the depths of his inner self 
and into the expanses of distant lands. A journey there and back that has been going on 
since the dawn of time and will never come to an end. A journey that is like the gentle 
undulation of the wide open sea, drawing us in with its immensity. And its depth. And its 
mystery. And its magnificence.
He is fascinated by life. He is fascinated by people. Their thoughts and their fates. Their 
everyday lives and their desires. Iran is the country he is perpetually drawn to. Captivated 
by its people. Friendly, good-hearted, beautiful people. He has written about them in 
several of his books, and of course also in his first novel A Poem for Beloved Sinin.

D a a  Po o i

THE WISDOM OF OUR ANCESTORS 
The Mountain Sings to Me

This handbook of meditations, a spiritual guide, which through the story of the Svetovid, who goes on 
a long journey, teaches about the wisdom of his ancestors, which he wants to protect and preserve. He 
wants to answer the big questions of life and elimiate doubts. He looks for answers within himself and 
in the beauty of nature, for which he says that it is our greatest teacher. On his journey he is guided by 
the Mountain, who talks to him, protects him and leads him to the answers he was searching for. He 
ultimately realises that life is a wonderful gif t that we receive upon birth and which we must handle with care. He learns how 
important are humbleness and love, from which we channel sacredness and the uniqueness of life. The world is a miracle, 
therefore our existence is too. It is important that we understand the importance of sincere trust and complete dedication … 
The Wisdom of Our Ancestors is a book that you will read little by little. As a meditation, daily guidance, a talk or a prayer.

Format: 13 × 18cm, black and white print, paperback, 104 pages

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

N E W
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o a  Na a

GAME
Boštjan Narat's essays came to life as part of his doctoral dissertation 
that he finished in 2010, or had been published in various magazines 
and topical booklets from events such as Literatura, Odzven 2011, 
Emzin, Lepa igra – a booklet from an exhibition at the City Art Gallery 
Ljubljana, and others, while some were written specifically for this 
collection. Contextually the texts refer to music as it was, the subject of 
hermeneutic reflection, the topic of the author’s doctoral dissertation, 
and to poetry, film, the theatre, sport and, of course, philosophy, which 
was Narat's profession in addition to music.

Format: 14.5 × 22cm, black and white print, hardcover, 132 pages

BOŠTJAN NARAT

Boštjan Narat is a philosopher and musician, songwriter and head of the band called Katalena, 
he authors music for theatre plays and is also a television host, columnist and essayist. He 
completed his education in 2011 with a doctorate in philosophy, with the title of his doctoral 
thesis being Hermeneutic Elements of Comprehension and Meaning of Music. Af ter eights 
years of teaching philosophy at the Poljane High School in Ljubljana, he changed the course of 
his career and began working independently in culture. In his work he brings together various 
creative fields and, in more recent years, in addition to music, writing has begun to play a more 
important role in his work. He worked as a columnist for the Delo newspaper from 2015 to 2018, 
moving to the Večer newspaper in autumn 2018. He lives and works in Ljubljana.

o a  Na a

HAIL MARY PASS
In his second book, Boštjan Narat, a philosopher and musician, goes back to where he 
began five years ago with his literary debut, the essayistic collection Game which was 
very well-received by the public and critics alike and was also nominated for the Rožanc 
Award. Hail Mary Pass is in many ways a continuation of Game: a collection of musings on 
various topics from creativity, art, social reality, the powers that be and their bureaucratic 
nature, the state, patriotism, music and sport. In the intervening time, Narat penned 
many columns – some of the texts are actually continuations and extensions on his 
already-published columns – in which he reflected on more current topics. However, 
Hail Mary Pass is not a collection of columns; even when flirting with current events he 
remains true to his essayistic and philosophical stance that always endeavours to take 
that one step further and scrutinise the issue from every possible angle.

Format: 14.5 × 22cm, black and white print, hardcover, 112 pages

NOMINATION FOR  
ROŽANC AWARD 2014

NOMINATION FOR  
ROŽANC AWARD 2019
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FICTION  PROSE

id e i  

WE CHILDREN OF SOCIALISM 
S o ie  o  o  bac a d  

The author of the present book looks back at his time growing up during socialism in Slovenia in 
the 1970s and 1980s. By putting his memories onto paper, he lets his readers become immersed in 
them. His homes when growing up, the backyards he played in, the games, films, music, people and 
subcultures, neighbours, relatives, friends, school friends and everyone else all begin to take on a living 
form when you read his story. Through his memories he conjures up an experience of the specific time 
and place, a dot on the timeline of history that might just seem to be a failed experiment, but which in 
fact was a reality that people really lived and believed in.

Format: 13 × 20cm, black and white print, paperback, 180 pages
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ZLATKA RAKOVEC-FELSER

ON THE A ES OF HAPPINESS AND DESPAIR
ee  a ba a o  Cilli

Written by: Zla a Ra ovec Fel e

The author, a renowned clinical psychologist, traded in science 
for fiction and history, combining them into a historical novel. 
With her womanly sensitivity and rational scientific precision, 
Rakovec-Felser explores the role of one of the most overlooked, but 
extremely important, historical figures in European history. She 
shines a spotlight on Queen Barbara of Cilli, the wife of Sigismund of 
Luxemburg, King of Hungary, Germany and Bohemia, as well as Holy 
Roman Emperor. Barbara lef t her mark on her contemporaries due 
to her beauty, brilliant mind and power, while history has somewhat 
seemed to forgotten her.
The author uses an emotional narrative to return Barbara to her 
rightful position in history, whereby she substantiates the tale with 
real historical details. Rakovec-Felser based her work on the study of 
historic literature and sources, using a very scientific approach.
Queen Barbara of Cilli and the period of the late middle ages are 
therefore given completely realistic features that make it easy for a 
modern reader to immerse themselves in the glamour, uncertainty 
and excitement of the times.

Format: 14.8 × 21cm, black and white print, colour insert, paperback 
No. of pages: 336

TOUGH LIZZIE
Magic in the Air

Written by: Zla a Ra ovec Fel e

The historical novel about Elisabeth Katharina von Galler, an 
aristocrat from the 17th century, tells the tale of great power and 
an extraordinary woman, ruler of the mightiest fortress protecting 
against the Ottomans on the east border of the Habsburg Empire. 
She earned the nickname Tough Lizzie as she ruled her Riegersburg 
fortress with an iron fist.

Format: 14.8 × 21cm, black and white print, paperback 
No. of pages: 204
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FICTION  PROSE  MEMOIRS  O RNA ISM  ESSAYS

I o  Plo l

IT CAN HAPPEN TO YOU!
The autobiographical tale of a young man who found himself in a tragic accident that abruptly 
turned his life upside down as he became a paraplegic and was forced to question everything that 
makes us human.

Format: 16 × 24cm, black and white print, paperback, 280 pages

lado S

THE ELITE CROSSES  
THE TRAIN TRACKS
The writings by sociologist, philosopher and political 
scientist Vlado Sruk are an indispensable contribution 
to re-experiencing “the socio-political chaos” that 
ruled in the territory of Slovenia from the start of 
World War II. He is known for his critical responses 
to socio-political events as they take place and his 
book therefore of fers a melange of commemorative 
records, ideological and political 
explanations, displays of 
problematic situations of conflict, 
ethical and artistic musings, 
anecdotes, presentations of certain 
personalities and illustrative 
stories.

Format: 16 × 24cm, black and white 
print, paperback, 280 pages

o a  To aži

BETWEEN
This collection of short prose comprises seven texts. The initial novella takes the reader back to the 
period of the Third Reich, when Nazis dealt with the issues of race purity by euthanising the physically 
and mentally disabled “between” carrying out their other military operations.

Format: 14.8 × 21cm, black and white print, paperback, 136 pages

David ed a

KILLERS OF TIME
This collection of grotesque tales takes the reader on 
a journey into the human subconscious that unfolds 
before them in a stinging, uncompromising and violent 
image of the individual in relationship with themselves 
and others. 
The people in these stories are subjected to their own 
worthlessness and depersonalisation, bearing the 
burden of the phenomenon of time. In the forefront 
are real-life problems with 
suspenseful intricacies, twists, 
turns and dramatic surprises 
that show to what lengths some 
people are ready to go in the 
battle against time.

Format: 14,8 × 21cm, black 
and white print, paperback, 
144 pages

V
M
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S

Bojan Tomažič

VMES
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NON FICTION  PHI OSOPHY

Ni a Pe e

BHAGAVAD GITA 
O  e o e  ide o  ie  o  i  ide o  eedo

Thus, have I heard, 
the conversation, 
between Krishna and Arjuna. 
So wonderful is the message, 
that my hair is standing on end.
(Bhagavad Gita 18.74)

This thorough and in-depth study highlights the diverse aspects of the complex relationship between dharma and 
moksha in Bhagavad Gita. On the basis of an analysis of various doctrines and concepts, the author establishes that a 
creative tension exists between them, which time and again leads to the emergence of new questions to which it is of ten 

impossible to provide clear-cut answers. 
The study is based on the premise that the isolated treatment of Bhagavad Gita leaves many layers of the work hidden, 
which is why it is not only necessary to examine it within the context of the Mahabharata, in which it is found, but also to 
incorporate certain philosophical and religious ideas from the great epic. Furthermore, it is also important to highlight 
ideas from other philosophical and religious traditions in India that emerged before and af ter Bhagavad Gita, and with 

which they are essentially connected. 
The book is designed as an intertwining of several fields – ethics, metaphysics, ontology, epistemology, aesthetics and 

soteriology – and is aimed at both experts and the wider public.

Format: 16 × 24cm, black and white print with colour prints, hardcover, 384 pages

N E W
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NON FICTION  HISTORY

D  D a a  Po o i

A HISTORIC REVIEW OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILISATION
ON ISLAM AND THE ORIENT II 

A  a d Scie ce o  e I la ic o ld

The second book from the tetralogy comprises two part. The first part presents art and science in the Islamic world from its 
beginnings in the 7th century to the end of the European Middle Ages. The second part depicts the world of art and science in 

the Islamic world from the 16th century to today. 
Many dif ferent nations had an influence on Islamic art, particularly the Persians, Romans and Byzantines, which is why the first 
chapter addresses ancient (pre-Islamic) Persia and the Byzantine Empire, which had a strong impact on the Islamic civilisation.
The characteristics of Islamic art and science until the end of the Umayyad dynasty, a presentation of the most significant 
architectural monuments, and an exceptionally important chapter of Islamic art and science in Cordoba are covered in the 

second chapter. The extensive chapter comes to a close on the topic of Islamic art and science during the Abbasid Caliphate.
The third chapter deals with the political events in the Islamic world following the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate (mid-13th 
century) and the formation of new dynasties. The focus of the chapter is on art and science from the fall of the Abbasid 

Caliphate to the start of the 16th century.
The second part of the book begins with the era of the new flourishing of the Islamic civilisation, i.e. between the 16th and 
18th centuries. This is the time of the mighty Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal dynasties. The time when the majority of the 
Islamic world was ruled by the Ottomans. Alongside the Ottomans, the Safavids consolidated the mighty Persian state, while 
the Mughal dynasty flourished on the Indian subcontinent. All three powerful dynasties also lef t a lasting imprint on art and 

science. A number of global artistic masterpieces resulted from this era.
This is followed by the 19th and 20th centuries, which is the period of the Arabic and Islamic cultural renaissance, the 
colonisation of Western Asia, the cultural and political events in the Islamic world af ter World War I and contemporary Islami 

art and science. The book also contains a wealth of photographic material.

N E W
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NON FICTION  HISTORY

In the first part of the long-awaited tetralogy of On Islam and the Orient, Dr Potočnik describes the birth and great era of 
Islamic expansionism, the flourishing of Islamic civilisation, and the later colonisation and formation of the countries in 
this area. At the same time, he places the exceptional contributions of Islam to the treasury of the world's art and science 
at the forefront and expands on the oral tradition of the Islamic civilisation regarding philosophy, literature, science and 
medicine. The author has a skilled way of discussing the topic of the Persian civilisation, addressing it in a comprehensive and 
systematic way, while simultaneously intertwining into it an element of romantic Persian lyrical spirit. 
The extensive subject matter encompassed in the scientific monograph On Islam and The Orient will be presented in four 
books:

 y A Historic Review of the Islamic Civilisation
 y Art and Culture of the Islamic World
 y Islam and the West
 y Answers to the Challenges of Islam.

The aim of the tetrology is primarily to contribute to a better understanding of Islam, with which a great deal of fear 
and distrust is still (or even increasingly so) connected. The first of the four books about the Orient paves the way to 
understanding this mighty eastern civilisation, the mysteries and secrets of these ancient cultures and lands. Potočnik sheds 
light on the science and art that was founded on the basis of humanist ideals and tolerance.

Format: 16 × 24 cm, black and white print, hardcover, 296 pages

A HISTORIC REVIEW OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILISATION 
O  I la  a d e O ie

i e  b  D . D a a  Po o i
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NON FICTION  HISTORY

ASIA BETWEEN THE PAST AND THE PRESENT
i e  b  D  D a a  Po o i

In the past the continent was seen as wild, mysterious and of ten 
dangerous, but has now become increasingly interesting to outside 
visitors. Many people travel there, but usually only going on 
organised trips. Only few have experienced Asia the way the author, 
Dragan Potočnik, has − returning on numerous occasions throughout 
the past thirty years to experience it in all its beauty and authenticity.
In the first part of the book he acts as scientist and historian, 
of fering the reader a concise overview of the ancient cultures and 
art of Asia extending all the way to modern times. In the many 
footnotes the reader can learn more interesting facts and details 
that only add to the wealth of information that can be found in this 
book.
In the second part, the author presents himself as a traveller who, 
with his impressive flair for language and poetry, describes his 
travels and experiences on mysterious and unknown paths…

Format: 17 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover 
No. of pages: 410

BESTSELLER

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

IRAN
A Co  e ee  Pe ia a d I la

i e  b  D  D a a  Po o i

The monograph is both a wealth of pictures and content, unveiling one of 
the oldest civilisations of the known world to reveal the exceptional Persian 
culture.
Iran, once known as Persia, has always been synonymous with wealth 
− spiritual wealth and wealth measurable in money. However, in recent 
decades, this country has become increasingly hidden from Western eyes.
The author, Dragan Potočnik, is a great authority on the history, culture and 
present day Iran. As visiting professor at the University of Isfahan (autumn 
and winter 2008/2009) and a regular guest, he is the best and most critical 
observer.
In his book he was able to encompass several millennia of Iran's history, 
while also of fering the reader detailed descriptions of natural and cultural 
places of interest. What is more, he did not leave out any of the customs, 
traditions and many adventures he experienced throughout his many visits.

Format: 17 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover 
No. of pages: 348

BESTSELLER
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KURENT Scitni ovitek.indd   2 4. 02. 2020   11:59:22

PHOTOGRAPHY

il a a le e i  S o a  e ble  

KURENT
A ili al edi io  Slove ia   E li   e a   

The story of a mysterious and mythical being that 
holds a firm position in Slovenian culture. The 
modern Kurent is also one of this most well-known 
of Slovenian figures. Librarian, excellent writer of 
fairy tales and storyteller Liljana Klemenčič recounts 
the story of a simple and poor boy who had to learn 
to make a living when he was still very young af ter 
he lost both his parents. Af ter seven years he grew 
weary of his work and decided to take his hard-
earned seven silver pennies and go out into the 
world. He was a good-hearted boy and this meant 
that it did not take long before he had given all his 
money away as well as literally the shirt of f his back. 
But since kindness still counts for something in fairy 
tales, he was generously rewarded for his deeds. 
From the story it is clear that Kurent could not stand 
the haughty arrogance of the nobility and that he 
could not bear any sort of injustice. He had mischief 
in his blood, so he is still probably chuckling at us 
from up above – from the face of the full moon.
The story is written in a beautiful way, of tentimes 
in rhyme, and is aimed at both youth and adults. 
Alongside the written narrative, another story is 
also contained in the book – one depicted by the outstanding photographs of Stojan Kerbler, winner of the great Slovenian 
Prešeren Award for lifetime achievement in 2020. This photographic master created a selection of photographs from the past 
fif ty years.

Format: 20 × 20cm, colour print, hardcover, 112 pages 

KURENT Scitni ovitek.indd   2 4. 02. 2020   11:59:22
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PHOTOGRAPHY

S o a  e ble  Ale  e e

WHAT I SAW IN PTUJ AND ELSEWHERE
A book by two exceptional and established artists that originate 
from the region around Ptuj. One is a world-renowned 
photographer by the name of Stojan Kerbler and the other is an 
incisive poet, writer and editor by the name of Aleš Šteger. They 
have joined forces in this photographic and essayistic monograph, 
What I Saw in Ptuj and Elsewhere, published by Založba Pivec as part 
of the commemoration of Kerbler's eightieth birthday. To mark this 
occasion, the Modern Gallery in Ljubljana hosted a comprehensive 
photographic exhibition of his work.
Over the past fif teen years of his creative work, Kerbler has moved 
away from his iconic portraits of the people of Haloze and its 
industrial workers, directing his attention instead towards scenes 
from courtyards in Ptuj, the insides of schools, individual statues 
and buildings, details from nature, motifs of outgrowing and 
transience.
These were the photographs that caught Šteger's eye. He followed 
the photographer's work over a longer period of time. And this is 
how Šteger's selection of 77 photographs by Kerbler were brought 
together over the past year, accompanied by essayistic and literary 
musings about the art of photography itself, about the opus and the man behind Stojan Kerbler, about time in photography, 
about magic and tarot, about meaning and essence, about existential questions and Ptuj.
The book manages to intertwine and highlight both mediums – Kerbler's black and white photographs and Šteger's writings. 
This is not just another monograph accompanied by texts, nor is it a literary work illustrated by photographs. Rather, it 
is a book that functions organically as a whole, each photograph and each sentence working in harmony, connected and 
intertwined.
This book is an homage to the town of Ptuj, an homage to photography and a remarkable document that shows what art is 
now capable of conveying about places, history and existential matters.

Format: 20 × 20cm, colour print, hardcover, 172 pages
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE

I ac Sc id

ANOREXIA, AN UNSPEAKABLE EMPTINESS
Abo  e bod  e e e  ea  il  a d o i   abo  e eeli  o  bei  
divided   avoida ce a d alli  a a  abo  bei  eve i  a d e  o i  
In the first chapter, the author writes about how anorexia is the most deadly of 
mental illnesses. He always found questions to be more important than answers, 
which, regardless of being correct or incorrect, always led to new questions being 
asked. In his work with anorexic youth, there were many questions and only few 
answers. Why is this disease so deadly? Why is the vast majority of suf ferers 
girls? Why are almost all the girls with anorexia so productive, disciplined and 
have a tendency for perfectionism? Why do they have a distorted view of their 
bodies? Why do they have such low self-esteem? Why is anorexia accompanied 
by symptoms of almost all other mental disorders? Why does anorexia treatment 
have such a low success rate? Why are the trees drawn by dif ferent girls with 
anorexia so similar to each other?
With his well-known, flowing and of ten rather humorous informal style of writing he intertwines facts, findings and 
explanations with tales of adventures from his travels that serve as a framework for his thoughts about the attitudes of 
various nations towards food, the body, the sexes and fear. He underpins the story with a personal perspective – both from 
his youth and from his life now – and reveals a part of himself that we were as yet unaware of.

Format: 16 × 24cm, black and white print, paperback, 296 pages

I ac Sc id  

DEPRESSION 
T e colo  o  li e i  i e  de e io  i  blac  a d a ie  i  e

Ignac Schmidt says that his fif th book talks about everything. What is everything, everywhere, behind it all and eternal? 
It is the colours of life, it is depression, anxiety and apathy. Life is white, depression is black, and anxiety is grey. In truth, 
which does not exist, this trio is behind it all, everywhere and eternally present. The book discusses the biological, social, 
psychological, anthropological and philosophical background of depression. Depression was the most common mental 
disorder of our time even before the new coronavirus pandemic struck, while the prevalence of depression and anxiety will 
only increase af ter it ends–albeit with a time delay. 
Even the use of smartphones is showing all the signs of a pandemic, as we are spending more and more time on them. Our 
attachment to imaginary friends and celebrities is increasing, and with it also our existential emptiness. The content of this 
book rounds of f the author’s previous one, as minds are working fewer wonders, being a parent or a child is full of drama in all 
aspects, more and more people are named Anger and the rejection of spiritual food is only increasing the emptiness within 
us. The author leads depression, together with its cousin anxiety, through the illusion of time from conception to fame, from 
childhood to old age, from animal to human, from poverty to art, from tree to book, from abuse to shame and isolation, from 
pain to skin, from self-harm to suicide, from help to self-help, from story to story. As always, he continues with his habit of 
recommending must-read book titles for his readers. He says that, now, during the pandemic, he can only dream of travelling 
of going to the cinema, so he has added stories to his writing.  Things are explained in books, but never in real life. That's just 
the way it goes.

In the making

– 26 –



PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE

N E W

I ac Sc id  a  Sc id  Ma da Sc id

PARENTING THE EXTRAORDINARY
ei  di e e  i  o  bo i  i  i  ive al.

In his role as clinical psychologist, Ignac Schmidt has come into contact 
with children and youth that suf fer from all types of disorders, as well 
as their parents, teachers, counsellors and others. In his third book he 
focuses primarily on people on the autism spectrum, those with mental 
development issues and associated disorders. He wanted to find out 
more about the quality of life of children with various disorders, mainly 
those with autism, and of their loved ones, parents, siblings, as well as 
the family as a whole. He attempts to identify the universal similarities 
and expresses the opinion that more or less anyone can find themselves 
somewhere on this spectrum. He recognises a significant problem with 
the acceptance of people with similar diagnoses outside of their family 
circle. As an expert, he has witnessed the problems faced by parents of 
children with this disorder, has taken on the challenge of helping them on 
the path of finding acceptance and understanding of things that are not so 
familiar to us.

Format: 16 × 23.5cm, black and white print, paperback, 272 pages

I ac Sc id

MY NAME IS ANGER
Thirty essays from angry teenagers, whereby, at the end of each is a 
commentary by the author, a clinical psychologist who has dealt with this 
specific topic for the duration of his entire professional career. It’s like getting 
a direct injection of youth into your veins. Told in the author's signature style, 
the book is full of life, playful, artful, direct, painfully honest and gives you a lot 
to think about even long af ter you’ve finished reading it. It is written in a way 
that mixes down-to-earth chat with a professional perspective. It can be read 
by parents, teachers, doctors, psychologists, social workers – basically anyone, 
regardless of profession or age. It is also suitable for teens themselves, as it has a 
positive message – the turbulent times of growing up come to an end sooner or 
later and teens have the unique power to free themselves from places of anger, 
painful experiences, dif ficult relationships, hardships and emotions. They just 
need to find the strength within. And this is the book that talks about the paths 
to reaching the other side and how adults can give a helping hand (or at least not 
hinder them). It holds up a critical mirror to adults. Since children are nothing 
more than a reflection of them.

Format: 16 × 24cm, black and white print, paperback, 272 pages
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE

I ac Sc id

THE MIND WORKS WONDERS
Autogenic training

A relaxation technique adapted to the needs of modern-day society.
The relaxation techniques proposed by the author are a good 
defence against a stress-filled life and readers are encouraged to 
try them out for themselves. On the basis of his own experience, 
Schmidt highlights the importance of autogenic training. He has 
personally been using this technique for a number of years, while it 
has also lead him to meet many of his patients and other groups of 
people.
Autogenic training is based on calming the body with the help of 
our consciousness, whereby you also relax mentally and are better 
prepared to face problems, challenges, tiredness and everyday life.

Format: 16 × 23.5cm, black and white print, paperback, 168 pages

Pe e  To i

SEX ADDICTION IN THE DIGITAL AGE
A a dboo  o  e e  addic  a d ei  a il  e be .

Sex addition is a destructive disease that af fect millions of people 
around the world; not only addicts, but also everyone they love 
and who is a part of their lives. The book of fers both experts and 
addicts in-depth knowledge about sex addiction and the latest 
findings in neuroscience that significantly af fect the creation of 
help programmes.

Format: 16 × 23.5cm, black and white print, hardcover, 270 pages

ZASVOJENOST
s seksualnostjo v digitalni dobi

Priročnik za strokovnjake, 
zasvojene in njihove 
družinske člane

Peter Topić
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Dr Gregor Pivec

A HISTORY OF MEDICINE OF THE 20TH CENTURY
Articles about the development of the medical field and health care systems 
in the 20th century. This exceptionally complex book encompasses the 
development of medicine in a period in which, on the one hand, the most 
numerous and important achievements have been recorded, while, on the 
other hand, is a period of sensitive inter-communicational relationships, 
expectations and dilemma. The author of fers an overview of the individual 
fields and their development, then delves into the wider economic, 
scientific and social happenings, informing the reader about the status and 
achievements both in Slovenia and on a global scale. What makes the book 
special is its insight into the development of the health care system in Slovenia, 
which is presented in a clear way that demonstrates the author’s thorough 
knowledge about this topic.

Format: 19 × 26cm, colour print, hardcover, 472 pages

NON FICTION – MEDICINE

Dr Peter Borisov

THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE
An attempt to compile information about the development of the 
medical field; Second, supplemented edition
The History of Medicine is a systematic overview of the 
development of medicine from ancient times to the modern day. 
In accordance with the demands of modern publishing, the book 
is now available in colour and includes a wealth of photographic 
material, a table of contents with names and with the subject 
matter, and some biographical stories from the lives of the main 
figures in medicine.

Format: 19 × 26cm, colour print, hardcover, 664 pages
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Awards/Nominations
The success of the publishing house is attested by its many nominations and awards:

 – Danica Križanič Müller: Odprta praznina (The Open Void) – Nominated for the 2010 Jenko Award and the 2010 
Award Glazer

 – Josip Osti: Objemam in poljubljam te v vseh barvah Marca Chagalla (I Hold and Kiss You in All of Marc Chagall’s 
Colours) – Nominated for the 2011 Jenko Award

 – Tomislav Vrečar: Ime mi je Veronika (My Name is Veronika) – Nominated for the 2012 Veronika Award

 – Patricija Peršolja: Gospodinjski blues (Housewife Blues) – Nominated for the 2013 Veronika Award

 – Patricija Peršolja: Moj nono (My Nono) – Recipient of a Golden Pear Award in 2014

 – Petra Kolmančič: P(l)ast for p(l)astjo (Layer by Layer/Trap by Trap) – Winner of the 2014 Veronika Award 

 – Boštjan Narat: Partija (Game) – Nominated for the 2014 Rožanc Award and the Most Beautiful Slovenian Book 
at the 2014 Slovenian Book Fair

 – Manica K. Musil: Pobalinska pujsa (The Naughty Pigs) – Nominated for the Most Beautiful Slovenian Book 
in the category for children and young adults at the 2015 Slovenian Book Fair and many international awards

 – Bina Štampe Žmavc, illustrations by Alenka Sottler: Pesem za Liro (Song for the Lyre) – Gold medal from the US 
Society of Illustrators for the Eurydice illustration by Alenka Sottler (awarded on 5 February 2016 in New York) 
and nominated for the 2016 Most Beautiful Slovenian Book.

 – Erika Vouk: The Glazer Award for lifetime achievements (her last three poetry books were published by Založba Pivec)

 – Bina Štampe Žmavc: Čarimatika (Magimathics) – Nominated for the 2017 Desetnica Award and the 2017 Večernica 
Award

 – Dragan Potočnik: A Poem for Beloved Sinin – nominated for the Krilata želva 2017 award for best Slovenian travelogue

 – Petra Kolmančič: Tretja oseba dvojine – the 2019 Glazer Award for special achievements in literature

 – Manica K. Musil: The 2019 Glazer Award for special achievements in culture

 – Boštjan Narat: Podaja v prazno (Hail Mary Pass) – Nominated for the 2019 Rožanc Award

 – Bina Štampe Žmavc: The Princess Beyond the Mirror – Nominated for the 2020 Desetnica Award

 – Cvetka Bevc: The Santa in my Ear – Nominated for the 2020 Desetnica Award




